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Looking back at 95 years of ‘People Caring for the Earth’  
and the history of the environment movement 

 

“The last quagga, a female, died on 12 August 1883. She did not die on the 
South African Veld, on those wide plains, which had once been ‘darkened as far 
as the eyes could reach with a moving phalanx of gnoos and quagga, whose 
numbers literally baffle computation’. Instead, the solitary survivor of the race 
lay down and died in a cage in the Amsterdam Zoo. With that, the quagga 
species became extinct. Nine days later, a group of sportsmen gathered in the 
Durban City Hall to form the Natal Game Protection Association (NGPA), the 
first known wildlife conservation body in South Africa.” – The Natal Mercury, 
23 August 1883  
    

This is the opening paragraph of ‘The Conservationists and the Killers’ by Dr 
John Pringle in which ‘sportsmen’ is the euphemistic term used to describe 
‘hunters’ for indeed it was these colonial hunters who realised that, at the rate 
wildlife was being decimated, very soon there would be none left! First 
published in 1982, it covers the history of the Wildlife Society of South Africa 
from 1926 to 1980. Having a deep concern for nature conservation, Dr Pringle 
was a long-time member of the Society and instrumental in establishing 
branches in Port Elizabeth and Pietermaritzburg. He also served as its National 
President for two years (1972–1974) and assembled the Society’s archives. He 
worked for seven years on the manuscript of ‘The Conservationists and the 
Killers’ which became his most important book.  
 

The Wildlife Protection Society was formally incorporated in 1926 with the 
objective of creating a body of powerful public opinion to pressure the 
government of the day to establish a National Parks Board (now known as 
SANParks). This was to ensure the proclamation of the Kruger National Park 
and to advocate for the forming of other national parks in South Africa. 
 

The Wildlife Society was fortunate to have the support, involvement and 
leadership of many active and charismatic individuals such as the legendary Dr 
Nolly Zaloumis, one of South Africa's best-known and most respected 
conservationists. As then president of the Society, he was instrumental in 
initiating the ‘Save St Lucia Campaign’ which became an international cause 
célèbre. Under serious threat of mining the dunes for titanium, it was only 
after half-a-million citizens signed a ‘no mining petition’ that the newly elected 
ANC government under Nelson Mandela, enforced a total ban. Dr Keith Cooper  
was another iconic personality. As National Conservation Director (1972–
2002), he guided the Society’s conservation policies for 30 years. Ahead of his 
time in many ways, he  knew that conservation without involved communities 
would fail. As such, he promoted alliances within the movement and helped 
form community watchdog organisations such as Bergwatch and Coastwatch.  
 

“Everything is connected to everything else. 
There is one ecosphere for all living organisms 

and what affects one, affects all.”   
 

BARRY COMMONER 
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The history of the environment movement over the past 100 years aligns closely with the history of 
WESSA, from initially being mainly involved in wildlife conservation and the formation of national 
parks, to later encompassing the full range of environmental issues in the 70s and 80s.  
 

The environment movement is a diverse scientific, social and political movement for addressing 
environmental issues. It includes conservation, green politics and economics. Environmentalists 
advocate for stewardship of the environment and the sustainable management of resources through 
changes in public policy and individual behaviour. In its recognition of humanity as being a part of 
the ecosystem rather than outside it, the movement is centred on ecology, health and human rights. 
The environment movement is represented by a wide range of organisations, from large NGOs (non-
governmental organisations) to grassroots CBOs (community-based organisations).  

 
 

1926: Proclamation of the Kruger National Park. 
1931: Proclamation of Addo Elephant National Park.  
1946: First issue of African Wildlife.  
1948: Founder member of IUCN. 
1952: Twinstreams, the oldest environmental education 
centre In South Africa, established by Dr Ian Garland. 
1976: First issue of Toktokkie. This began as an insert in 
African Wildlife in 1972. In 1998 it became EnviroKids. 
1976: Umgeni Valley Reserve purchased after a 
phenomenal campaign to raise R250 000. This became 
the national headquarters of the Society’s education 
programme, which grew to become an internationally-
acclaimed aspect of its work. 
1980: Established school Wildlife Clubs, which laid the 
groundwork for the future Eco-Schools Programme.  
1982: Pioneered D'MOSS (Durban Metropolitan Open 
Space System), a network of green areas within the city.  
1985: Pioneered the Friends Group concept beginning 
with ‘Friends of Nature Areas’ in the Western Cape.  
 
 
 

 
 

1988: Treasure Beach EE Centre established. 
1990: Wildlife Society of South Africa becomes WESSA. 
1996: Mining is prohibited in the Greater St. Lucia 
Wetland Park, a great victory for the Save St Lucia 
Campaign, a broad coalition of citizens and 
organisations opposed to plans to mine the eastern 
shores of Lake St Lucia. Dr Nolly Zaloumis (President of 
the Society from 1981 to 1989) and founding chair of the 
Campaign, spearheaded a strategy to push for eco-
tourism as an alternative to mining.  
1997: Founded Coastwatch KZN. 
1999: The Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is declared 
South Africa’s first World Heritage Site. It is renamed 
iSimangaliso Wetland Park in 2007.  
2001: Implemented the FEE Blue Flag Programme.  
2003: Implemented the FEE Eco-Schools Programme.   
2010: Founder member Centre for Environmental Rights.   
2017: Implemented FEE LEAF and YRE programmes, and 
founded the Green Coast Programme.  
 
 

TIME LINE OF KEY EVENTS 
 

AIMS OF WESSA 

• Promoting sound environmental values and sustainable lifestyles  

• Integrating conservation and development  

• Encouraging and generating individual and community action 

• Enabling and growing a vibrant, active, broad-based membership  

• Securing the protection and wise use of natural resources   

• Acting as an environmental watchdog  

• Influencing policy and decision-making  

• Responding to changing needs  

• Fostering collaborative partnerships  
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There is a great diversity of views and positions within the environmental movement. These may range from radical 
to conservative so finding common ground can often be challenging to say the least. Broadly speaking, these are: 
 

Environmental Conservation, which is the protection of natural areas for sustainable use by humans as well as 
traditional activities such as hunting, fishing, harvesting and spiritual purposes. It aims to conserve the natural 
environment and sustain the natural quality of life through reforestation, invasive alien plant clearing, recycling, 
pollution control etc. An aspect of this is pragmatic conservation, which entails harnessing market forces, paying for 
ecosystem services, and engaging with local communities in order to protect species and habitats.  
 

Environmental Health focuses on urban standards like clean water, efficient sewage 
systems, and stable population growth. Environmental health may also include nutrition, 
preventive medicine and other concerns specific to human well-being. The monitoring of 
certain plant and animal indicator species can alert us to changes in the environment that 
could impact on human health. Left: Dragonflies are good indicators of water quality. 
 

The Environmental Justice Movement began in the 1980s, with Climate Justice becoming 
a key issue from 1999. Both link social issues with environmental concerns and seek to 
end environmental racism and discrimination by standing up against pollution (and other 
environmental harms) to which marginalised communities are often subjected. In rural 
areas, mining affected communities are exposed to violence, pollution and health risks 
as well as disruptions to their livelihoods. Left: Art by Ricardo Levins Morales  
 

The Deep Ecology Movement focuses on Nature and the Earth as being at the centre of 
all things as in Gaia Theory, and ‘The Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth’ which 
was signed on Earth Day, 22 April 2010 at the Peoples’ Conference on Climate Change  
and the Rights of Mother Earth in Cochabamba, Bolivia. The philosophy of Deep Ecology 
views the diversity and integrity of the planetary ecosystem to be of primary value in and 
of itself, and regards human life as just one of many equal components of a global 
ecosystem. Left: Art by Sam Brown 

 

The roots of the modern environment movement go back to the 1800s with efforts in Europe and North America to 
make people aware of the costs of disregarding the environment, such as diseases caused by widespread air and water 
pollution but it was only after World War 2 that a broader awareness began to develop. The U.S. environment 
movement emerged in the late 19th and early 20th century. Key strands were: preservationists who wanted land and 
nature set aside for its own sake such as John Muir (1838–1914), founder of the Sierra Club who is regarded as the 
Father of the U.S. National Park System; conservationists, who favoured the management of natural resources for 
human use such as Gifford Pinchot (1865–1946); and wildlife ecology based on ecological principles. As one of the 
most influential environmental thinkers of the 20th century, Aldo Leopold (1887–1948) is considered to be the father 
of wildlife ecology.  
 

During the 1950s, 60s and 70s, several events illustrated the magnitude of the environmental 
damage humans were inflicting upon the Earth, which gave the movement new momentum. In 1954, 
the 23 man crew of the Japanese fishing vessel Lucky Dragon 5 was exposed to radioactive fallout 
from a hydrogen bomb test at Bikini Atoll, while the publication of the book Silent Spring (1962) by 
Rachel Carson drew attention to the impact of chemicals on the natural environment. In 1967, the 
oil tanker Torrey Canyon ran aground off the southwest coast of  England and in 1969, oil spilled 
from an offshore well in California's Santa Barbara Channel. In 1971, the conclusion of a law suit in 
Japan drew international attention to the effects of decades of mercury poisoning on the people of 
Minamata. Meanwhile, technological advances were leading in various directions – from nuclear 
proliferation to space exploration. Photos of the Earth from outer space provided both new insights 
and new reasons for concern over the Earth's seemingly small and unique place in the universe.  

 
 

 
  

The first Earth Day was born from the Counterculture of the 1960s and on 22nd April 1970, in the U.S., a nationwide 
'teach-in' took place to encourage education and actions to address global environmental issues. That year, 20 million 
Americans mobilised in cities, towns and on university campuses. In 1972, the UN Conference on the Environment was 
held in Stockholm, with representatives of multiple governments uniting to discuss the state of the global environment. 
This led to the creation of government environmental agencies and the UN Environment Program (UNEP). The U.S. also 
passed new legislation such as the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the National 
Environmental Policy Act – the foundations for many current environmental standards, though it is of great concern 
that many of these standards have increasingly lacked enforcement over the past 30 years, in South Africa and globally. 
 

Above: Earthrise, a photo taken while in lunar orbit by Apollo 8 astronaut William Anders, December 24, 1968 
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https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/ricardo-levins-morales
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/gaia-hypothesis
https://www.therightsofnature.org/cochabama-rights/
https://www.therightsofnature.org/cochabama-rights/
http://www.deepecology.org/deepecology.htm
https://www.ceruleansam.com/spiral-collection
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/tutorial_pollution/02history.html
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/tutorial_pollution/02history.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Muir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gifford_Pinchot
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/article/applying-ecological-principles
https://search.library.wisc.edu/digital/AAldoLeopold
https://thebulletin.org/2018/02/how-the-unlucky-lucky-dragon-birthed-an-era-of-nuclear-fear/
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/how-silent-spring-ignited-the-environmental-movement.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/18/torrey-canyon-disaster-uk-worst-ever-oil-spill-50tha-anniversary
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/28/688219307/how-californias-worst-oil-spill-turned-beaches-black-and-the-nation-green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minamata_disease
https://www.history.com/news/first-earth-day-1960s-counterculture
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/stockholm1972
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/environmental-laws-impeded-by-lack-of-enforcement-first-ever-global-assessment-finds/


 

Despite Covid concerns, the Eastern Cape has been involved in a number of projects, events and activities and are 
hoping to shortly get environmental talks going again using the Webinar approach. Active outreach is taking place with 
the region sponsoring travel costs for WESSA staff to attend meetings and events to promote Eco-Schools around the 
Gqeberha area, and to initiate contact with individuals and organisations operating in the environmental field. In 
addition, regional representative and WESSA board member Gary Koekemoer, is regularly quoted in local newspapers 
on various environmental issues. Gareth Burley of Kingfisher FM – an environmental activist who presents Green Hour, 
a weekly talk show on energy efficiency and sustainability – has recently been appointed as interim chair of the Algoa 
Bay Branch. The Eastern Cape Region also has a popular and informative Facebook page.  

 

City Nature Challenge 2021 | Nelson Mandela Bay  Unfortunately, not enough WESSA members or the 

general public took part in the Nelson Mandela Bay Challenge so Gqeberha came 5th, well behind their arch rivals 
WESSA Eden Branch! The City Nature Challenge is an annual international event organised by the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County and the California Academy of Sciences. 

 

Beach Clean-ups  Tim and Isobel Douglas-Jones do a great job of organising regular beach clean-ups supported by 

various schools and other environmental groups. The cleanups are conducted monthly, and this year focused on Pollok 
Beach due to its accessibility and proximity, and to the Bluewater Bay | Wells Estate area. With regards to the latter, 
the region is working with Zwartkops Conservancy, which is doing a remarkable amount of good work.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Far left: Learners from Pearson High  
Top left & right: The clean-up team 
collected 88 bags of plastic at Wells Estate 
Left: WESSA Blue Flag interns 

 
 

                                                            

WESSA EASTERN CAPE REGION 
Mervyn Brouard (Regional Chair) 082 875 4210 | ec.chair@wessalife.org.za 

Gary Koekemoer (Regional Representative & Board) 071 610 2884| ec.chair@wessalife.org.za 
Jenny Gon (Regional Coordinator) 079 038 6809 | ec.membership@wessalife.org.za 
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https://wessa.org.za/our-work/schools-programme/wessa-eco-schools/
http://www.energyforecastonline.co.za/articles/green-hour-celebrates-a-year-on-radio-762.html
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https://www.zwartkopsconservancy.org/


 

Invasive Alien Plant Clearing  IAP clearing is run by Taz Zacharie and Gisela 

Brauer. The focus area is from Sardinia Bay to Schoenmakerskop. Local community 
member Brad Sharp does his own IAP clearing almost every morning and WESSA 
members help at his direction. It is great to see milkwood seedlings appearing in 
cleared areas. The major IAP problem in this area is the wattles imported from 
Australia in the last century to stabilise sand dunes. At the last clearing event, trees 
and seedlings removed were counted, and about 450 seedlings had been jointly 
removed. So, with 25 people attending on a previous cold and wet morning, at least 
1 000 seedlings have been removed. 
 

Top left: Grey High eco champions with mentor Melissa Riordon, second from right.  
Top right: Isobel, Gary and Tim Left: Gisela Brauer enjoying doing some damage.  

 

Environmental Governance  The main area of concern has been Algoa Bay and Coega Harbour with the proposal 

to berth two gas-to-energy Karpowerships – floating power plants touted as a ‘fast, reliable solution’ to alleviate South 
Africa’s energy issues. However, in late June following a prolonged and coordinated challenge from WESSA and many 
other environmental organisations, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) said in a 
statement that ‘after due consideration of all relevant information’ it had decided to refuse all three** applications 
from Karpowership for environmental authorisation based on the inadequacy of the environmental impact assessment 
and public consultation process. However, the battle isn’t over as business lobby groups in the Eastern Cape have 
appealed the government's decision and in mid-July, amaBhungane reported that Karpowership SA was not going 
down without a fight, having filed an 11th hour appeal against the government's decision. At the same time, the Green 
Scorpions have recommended criminal charges arising from Karpowership's earlier attempt to bypass environmental 
regulations and for intentionally misleading the DFFE. See also by amaBhungane: How Karpowership was torpedoed 
by substandard environmental studies.   **The other application being for Saldanha Bay in the Western Cape.  

 

Grahamstown|Makhanda Guide book  For the past few months, the 

Makhanda Branch has been focused on finalising the ‘Guide to the Natural and 
Cultural History of Grahamstown|Makhanda’. An online launch took place on 
20th May and a Gala launch on 3rd June 2021. Prof. Roy Lubke, associate 
professor emeritus of the Department of Botany at Rhodes, and freelance 
editor Irene de Moor gathered many experts in their fields to produce the 
book, which has 22 chapters and is over 340 pages.  
 

The book sells for R300. Sales increased during the Makhanda National Arts 
Festival and will provide an ongoing source of income for the branch to support 
its environmental activities. Funding to finance the book was achieved using 
advance sales and a donation by the WESSA Eastern Cape Region. Roy and 
Irene are to be congratulated for overcoming many obstacles and developing, 
what was originally a booklet, into a valuable educational resource and 
comprehensive guide. To order, email Roy Lubke r.lubke@ru.ac.za WhatsApp 
082 576 2626 or call 046 603 8596. 
 

From Regional Report by Mervyn Brouard (Eastern Cape Chair)  
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https://mg.co.za/special-reports/2021-04-16-powerships-to-generate-electricity-at-an-affordable-cost/
https://mg.co.za/special-reports/2021-04-16-powerships-to-generate-electricity-at-an-affordable-cost/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-06-24-karpowership-deal-sinking-fast-as-environment-department-says-no-deal/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-06-24-karpowership-deal-sinking-fast-as-environment-department-says-no-deal/
https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/industrial/eastern-cape-business-groups-to-appeal-rejection-of-karpowerships-environmental-approval-20210705
https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/industrial/eastern-cape-business-groups-to-appeal-rejection-of-karpowerships-environmental-approval-20210705
https://amabhungane.org/
https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/green-scorpions-close-in-as-karpowership-tries-to-save-r225-billion-deal-20210715
https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/green-scorpions-close-in-as-karpowership-tries-to-save-r225-billion-deal-20210715
https://amabhungane.org/stories/210625-how-karpowership-was-torpedoed-by-substandard-environmental-studies/
https://amabhungane.org/stories/210625-how-karpowership-was-torpedoed-by-substandard-environmental-studies/
https://www.grocotts.co.za/2021/05/24/gala-launch-for-22-chapter-guide-to-makhanda/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-07-09-from-makhanda-to-your-screen-the-2021-national-arts-festival/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-07-09-from-makhanda-to-your-screen-the-2021-national-arts-festival/
mailto:r.lubke@ru.ac.za


 

The KwaZulu-Natal Region has a strong emphasis on empowering and supporting youth for their futures and the future 
of the planet. Youth volunteers are generally nature conservation students and WESSA Durban Branch is now officially 
the region’s Youth Branch. Over the years, a strong relationship has been built up with students who require practical 
assistance, and with environmentalists across various fields. Young people often join as supporters at no cost but they 
have formed a dynamic network and provide invaluable capacity on the ground through their active volunteerism. 
  

National & Special Conservation Projects 
 

iSimangaliso World Heritage Site: Margaret Burger, chair of WESSA 
KZN, and Jean Senogles of WESSA Highway Branch are members of a 
core iSimangaliso working group. Among other issues, the recent 
breaching of the estuary has divided communities and scientists. 
WESSA’s long association with iSimangaliso began with the threat of 
dune mining, which led to the Save St Lucia Campaign in the 90s. 
Saved from mining, the 3 280 km² iSimangaliso Wetland Park became 
South Africa’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site in December 1999. 

 

Regional Projects 
 

Forest & Grasslands Conservation, Karkloof District:  Due to Dr Keith 
Cooper passing away in February 2020, the Forest Rehabilitation 
Project at the Mbona Private Nature Reserve has been formally 
handed over to Dr Richard Booth with the blessing of the Nicholson 
Trust. The Grasslands Conservation Project will also require new 
stewardship, and there is the possibility that the uMngeni Valley 
Nature Reserve will connect with the Greater Karkloof Biosphere. 
 

The Hluhluwe Imfolozi K9 Unit is an anti-rhino poaching unit 
supported by Lowveld and topped up by KZN from time to time.  
Recently KZN donated funds towards revamping the kennel runs. 

 

Amanzi Ethu Nobuntu (AEN) is a pilot project focusing on water 
stewardship of the uMngeni Catchment hosted by the Duzi uMngeni 
Conservation Trust (DUCT). In March, WESSA National formed two 
teams of ten each, while WESSA KZN Membership – with partners 
such as uMngeni Estuary Conservancy and Adopt-a-River NPC –  
joined with two more teams.  
 

Left: Watch ‘Pilot programme to address uMngeni River health’  
Northglen News interview with Margaret Burger and Janet Simpkins.  

WESSA KWAZULU-NATAL REGION 
Margaret Burger (Regional Chair) 083 630 5380 | kzn.chair@wessalife.org.za 

Pieter Burger (Regional Representative) 031 573 1054 | kzn.rr@wessalife.org.za 
Jenny Duvenage (Regional Coordinator) 076 236 6713 | kzn.membership@wessalife.org.za 
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https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/barbara-creecy-acts-on-lake-st-lucia-breaching-storm/ar-BB1dmSqd?li=BBqfP3n
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/barbara-creecy-acts-on-lake-st-lucia-breaching-storm/ar-BB1dmSqd?li=BBqfP3n
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/opinion/players-legacy-for-sa-parks-1803830
https://www.portfoliocollection.com/visit/isimangaliso-wetland-park-world-heritage-site
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sarZwASsnkU


Eco warriors tackle uMngeni River health: “A joint collaboration between the Department of Science and Innovation, 
the Wildlife and Environment Society South Africa (WESSA), the Duzi uMngeni Conservation Trust (DUCT) as well as 
local organisations, Adopt-a-River and Umgeni Estuary Conservancy has seen a group of eco-warriors tackle the health 
and well-being of the uMngeni River in Durban. The Amanzi Ethu Nobuntu Programme seeks to empower local citizens 
to be champions of the environment (enviro-champs) in their local community. The pilot project has seen more than 
300 eco-rangers hard at work monitoring water quality, looking at soil salinity, inspecting water inlets, repairing trails 
and removing alien invasive plants along the river.” – Read full article in the Berea Mail 
 

The Hawaan Forest and uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve are another 
historical WESSA Branch involvement, the Hawaan being the last vestige 
of coastal dune forest in KZN. Due to the uMhlanga Branch being 
dormant, the Region has taken responsibility, together with other role-
players. Bongani Chisale (WESSA Youth) is the Urban Improvement 
Precinct (UIP) guide as well as Bernard Chatikobo who focuses on the 
Hawaan Forest section. Honorary life member, Phoebe Carnegie, 
provides invaluable ongoing support for the guides. See: Umhlanga 
Lagoon and Hawaan Forest 
 

Both Bongani and Bernard attended WESSA’s ‘Greening the Security 
Industry’ course held at uMngeni Valley Nature Reserve in June. The 
course is aimed at training security guards to be environmentally 
conscious and to work with their local communities in combatting 
wildlife crime. Expert guides and an anti-poaching team taught the 
participants about: environmental legislation; various conservation 
issues; protection; and community engagement methodologies.  

 

Eco partnerships are a vital component of the work undertaken by 
WESSA KZN. Beachwood Mangroves (Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife), Green 
Corridors (Siphiwe Rakgabale), Adopt-a-River (Janet Simpkins) and 
uMngeni Estuary Conservancy (Margaret Burger) serve as important 
custodians and partners for the social, ecological, co-creative and 
transformative learning in which WESSA KZN Youth volunteers 
participate. Monthly beach cleanups, problem plant control and focused 
events such as: the City Nature Challenge (with SANBI and iNaturalist as 
the App); World Oceans Day; International Coastal Cleanup (plus many 
regular cleanups); and various other activities all take place in this 
unique environment the Durban community is so privileged to share. 
 

WESSA KZN’s Youth supporter base continues to grow and be involved 
as active volunteers. Youth Supporters are asked to sign up on the 
www.wessalife.org.za portal and complete a #GreenMatchmaking 
application. This is an opportunity to provide more in-depth profiles on 
active volunteers with the objective of establishing further Youth 
Branches, which can support existing branches and initiate their own 
projects in the areas of: Citizen science; Community food gardens; 
Ecosystems and biodiversity; Energy and green audits; Environmental 
education and training; Environmental governance; Green art and 
creativity; Green enterprise; Waste minimisation; Water protection. 

 

Nature Journaling is a creative, learning activity with people journaling 
together as part of a global community of nature lovers. Several WESSA 
KZN Youth volunteers have joined Nature Journaling South Africa. 
WESSA KZN thanks Cati Vawda for her dedication and for introducing our 
youth to stewardship through observation, recording, reflecting and 

connecting.      Nature journaling was also included in the Amanzi Ethu 
Nobuntu project. Left, watch Nature guide, Bongani Chisale explaining 
what nature journaling means to him for International Nature Journaling 
Week 1-7 June 2021 | Read Nature Journal South Africa: A community 
connected by journaling nature.   
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Welcoming the Whales Festival took place at Treasure Beach on 26th June 2021, a collaborative event between 
WESSA National and Sodurba. WESSA KZN Youth members were invited to set up a table and assist. 
 

WESSA KZN and KZN Branches: Activities, Events & Outreach  
 

Durban: The Durban Innovative Leadership Programme with ICON (International Centre of Non-violence) and DUT has 
not been able to hold a 2021 course. The executive committee is, however, meeting and planning a way forward for 
2022. Durban Branch contributed financially towards the Amanzi Ethu Nobuntu (AEN) project for the Durban-
KwaMashu Team. The group of 10 young women focused on the local tributary, the Ntshununu stream. The Women’s 
Leadership Training Programme (WLTP) in KwaMashu, and Climate Change activist Nonkululeko Zungu, served as the 
access link to the township community. Much co-learning was exchanged throughout the groups of the AEN project: 
Watch short video on the Amanzi Ethu Nobuntu project. The 2021 City Nature Challenge (CNC) wasn’t quite the event 
hoped for. It became a visit to the Beachwood Mangroves and uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve – together with 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife Honorary Officers – as an official outing for the CNC. It is hoped that observations and 
identifications will improve during the Great Southern BioBlitz in October 2021.   
 

Southern KZN Branch: Paddy Norman is the branch chair and works across several sectors of the environment. John 
Blewett is the treasurer. Paddy continues with his strong advocacy role on behalf of WESSA KZN, Coastwatch KZN (a 
WESSA Affiliate), Coastal Management (Ugu and Ray Nkonyeni Municipalities) and the WESSA Environmental 
Governance Committee (EGC).  The branch has resumed regular walks again, however the first formal meeting was 
the Branch AGM on 19 June 2021.  
 

Upper South Coast Branch: Bob Skippings is the acting chair of the Umbogavango Educational Resource Centre. Bob 
confirms that the project received sponsorship from AECI for 2021 but has, to date, not been able to restart the project 
due to the difficulties with local schools’ travel and access to the Umbogavango Nature Reserve.  AECI is the corporate 
sponsor that has financially supported the branch in this very successful programme for the past 20 years. The 
possibility of a ‘WESSA on Wheels initiative’ – whereby WESSA would visit schools – is being evaluated as an alternative 
method of outreach since currently, due to Covid, only 15 learners at a time can be hosted at Umbogavango.  
 

Midlands Branch: Dale van Ryneveld chairs and supports this Branch, which continues to assist with management of 
Doreen Clark Nature Reserve in partnership with Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife. 
 

Highway Branch: Jean Senogles is the acting chair however, the branch, while supporting Westville Conservancy in 
the Palmiet Nature Reserve, has not been fully active since Alan Job, its long-time chair, stood down in May 2018.  
 

Sani Wildlife Branch: Mike Bloom is the new chair, having 
recently taken over from Russell Suchet who has led the 
branch for a number of years. Mike reports that the branch 
is combining activities with the local Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
Honorary Officers to strengthen the group. To this end, 
they will be cleaning up the Sani Pass area between the two 
border posts where there is a lot of litter; continuing with 
regular walks, one of which was in support of the Jade Sky 
Memorial fundraising initiative. In addition, the branch 
supported ten youth to attend a weeklong workshop on 
Biodiversity at uMngeni Valley Nature Reserve.  

 

The uMhlanga Branch is not active currently but does have an appointed acting chair, Dave Henry. The treasurer, 
Neville Howard, passed away and no further reports have been received to date. However, the Region is active in the 
area with a goal to maintain an important space in this developing but sensitive area. 

 

WESSA KZN Friends Groups & Affiliates  
 

Friends of Pigeon Valley: Crispin Hemson (FOPV and Durban Branch committee) continues to write a weekly insert for 
the local newspaper on the sightings at Pigeon Valley. Crispin has, over many years, managed to improve Pigeon Valley 
to the extent where it is now almost problem-plant free. 
Coastwatch KZN: Coastwatch KZN continue to monitor the KZN Coast and inform other networks of activities that 
should be monitored for environmental compliance.  
Enviro Fixers | Durban North Conservancy are a Friends Group active in Ward 36 in Durban as well as Bridgevale Park. 
Conservancies KZN: The Region has a strong relationship with Conservancies KZN and hopes to strengthen this 
relationship, especially in the Midlands | Howick region close to uMngeni Valley Nature Reserve. 
 

From Regional Report by Margaret Burger (KwaZulu-Natal Chair)  

Recent Drakensberg snow Photo: Mike Bloom 
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WESSA Lowveld Region has recently elected a new committee and Dr 
Llewellyn Taylor became the new Chair at the end of May. We pay 
tribute to Dr Jeremy Anderson for the leadership role he has played 
over the past few years. Dr Llew Taylor’s ecology and teaching 
background will enable the region to expand into new fields.  
 
Left: Painting of Bat Hawks by Ingrid Weiersbye. Limited edition prints 
are available from WESSA Lowveld.  
 

Regional Projects 
 

The BatHawkCam monitoring project was launched in August 2020, 
with a camera installed at an active Bat Hawk (Macheiramphus alcinus) 
nest at a classified site in the White River/Nelspruit region. The project 
was started by WESSA Lowveld, supported by Jeremy Anderson, the 
late Dr Petri Viljoen, Rael Loon, Peter Retief, Dr Garth Batchelor and 
Stewart Matheson. Terry Pappas from Bat Hawk LSA and Micro 
Aviation is also a strong supporter of the project.  
 

This project is providing some fascinating insights into the Bat Hawks’ 
natural history, their breeding and feeding behaviour and the 
distribution and status of the species in general. Such information will 
help in establishing a Population and Habitat Viability Assessment and 
a Biodiversity Management Plan for this species.  

 

A popular article on this project was written by Rael Loon and submitted to Birdlife Africa. The nationally recognised 
bird artist, Ingrid Weiersbye, donated a Bat Hawk painting to the project, with limited edition prints being sold with 
Rael’s article. The original was purchased by Bat Hawk Aviation who sponsors the website. The income from the sale 
of the prints will go towards the project. Above: Bat Hawks displaying at the nest in May 2021.  
 

Wahlberg's Eagle tracking: Wessa Lowveld sponsored the costs of acquiring a satellite tracking device (lightweight 
debut lego satellite biologger). In collaboration with the EWT Raptor Conservation Programme, the intention is to fit 
the device on to a migratory raptor such as a Wahlberg’s Eagle. This project, led by Dr Gareth Tate and John Davies, 
aims to take advantage of modern tracking technology to develop a comprehensive understanding of the migration 
ecology, foraging and breeding behaviour of this species, as well as the overall population dynamics in response to 
climate change. The tracking data could assist in developing conservation management plans to protect flight 
pathways, overwintering, breeding and stopover sites used by Wahlberg’s Eagles. 
 

WESSA LOWVELD REGION 
Dr Llew Taylor (Regional Chair) 076 413 9566 | lv.chair@wessalife.org.za 

Janssen Davies (Regional Vice Chair, Representative & Board) 076 521 9949 | lv.rr@wessalife.org.za 
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Understanding and mitigating the impacts of climate change on migratory birds: A grant proposal was submitted on 
behalf of WESSA Lowveld to IKI (International Climate Initiative) on understanding and mitigating the impact of climate 
change on migratory birds. The project aims to analyse the movement patterns and timing of migratory storks 
occurring in the Kruger National Park. The results from this study could provide insights into the impact that climate 
change is having on these species as indicators of other bird species that occur on the respective flyways. Should the 
application for funding be successful, the main aim would be to acquire tracking devices for tracking migratory storks 
and collaborating with others in the field in order to address questions regarding the impact of climate change on 
migratory birds. 
 

Zululand K9 Units: The K9 Unit has relocated well into the Imfolozi area 
and is operating both there and on neighbouring private reserves. We 
receive support for one of the handlers from Mr Mike Palmer of SAVE 
Australia, and continue to direct these funds to the project. WESSA KZN has 
also been helping with this whenever requested, especially the regional 
chair, Margaret Burger. We were requested not to publicise that the unit 
was back in the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park (HIP) and refrained from doing so. 
However, this fact appeared in the press with no recognition of WESSA’s 
contribution. The following is an excerpt from the unit’s last report:  
 

“We as Project Rhino and IFPCP would like to thank you for all the years of 
support and contributions towards the K9 unit and the team members. As 
you know, we as K9 unit managed 2 dogs that were sponsored through 
WESSA and Dogs 4 Africa.  

 

Both dogs have also been sponsored by One Plan Medical Aid if veterinary needs might arise; have been fed Hills dog 
food for high performance drive; kept tick free with Brevet; and been inspected twice a year by the local veterinarian 
… the one dog Shikar, is a Belgium Malinois female that is utilised as a scent tracker dog, with great successes in the 
field over the past few years, and is still on active duty with in the Project Rhino K9 unit.  
 

Her capabilities have increased over the years with her being able to track an 8+ hour old scent tracks/spoor up to 
distances of 25 km+ with resting intervals, on one call out. Her duties consist of daily deployments in the private reserves 
and deployment within the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park in the demographic Zululand Area, tracking down poachers and 
crime-related criminals via road reaction or together with a Quick Reaction Force (QRF) in a chopper. Monthly training 
sessions with various reserves’ APU’s are conducted to ensure success as a TEAM. Shikar has proven herself numerous 
times during tracking conditions and ‘contact’ situations in which she pre-warned the team of danger up front, and 
through this unique capability saved lives in several incidents. Shikar is ‘On loan’ to WESSA Lowveld from K9s 4 Africa.”  
 

Manyeleti Game Reserve: WESSA Lowveld supported the anti-poaching in the Manyeleti Game Reserve by providing 
a dog by the name of Zola and arranging for the training of handlers.  
 

The rehabilitation and re-wilding of the White River Nature Reserve: 
Renewed efforts have presently been made by the White River Nature 
Reserve Steering Committee and the White River Rotary Club, with 
advisory support from WESSA Lowveld, to rehabilitate and re-wild the 
reserve. There are a number of issues associated with the project 
including the status of the proposal to build a major roadway – the so-
called P166 – through the reserve.  
 

This was recently proposed by developers wanting to build housing 
added to differential landownership and the presence, within the area, 

of a local resident community. Importantly, the critically endangered and endemic wetland aloe, Aloe simii, is found 
throughout the reserve. The plant’s protection is all the more urgent at present because of agricultural encroachment 
into the peri-urban spaces around White River, including existing stands of the aloe. 
 

Recent WESSA-Lowveld snap BioBlitz exposes poor condition of the White River: The White River has its source in 
the mountains to the southeast of Sabie and flows in a south-south easterly direction, through White River and into 
the Crocodile River, 40km away as the crow flies. Two sites were visited to sample and identify the small invertebrates 
and determine the ecological status of the river. The SASS 5 technique used does not harm the invertebrates as they 
are returned to the river once they have been identified to a broad level of classification. A site in the mid-reaches 
immediately below the White River Country Estate (WRCE) and a site further downstream near the confluence of the 
river with the Crocodile River (immediately below a gauging weir), were analysed. 
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A total of 18 different macroinvertebrate taxa (types) were 
observed at the two sites, including earthworms, crabs, shrimps, 
small minnow and prongill mayflies, sprite, blue and emerald, and 
spread-wing damselflies, hawker, emperor and clubtail dragonflies, 
creeping water bugs, ripple bugs, caseless and cased caddisflies, 
midges, house-, stable-, moth- and black-flies, pond and pouch 
 snails and clams.  
 

This list may may appear impressive but in fact it represents a low 
level of diversity. The different taxa of macroinvertebrates found, 
are all capable of surviving well in poor to moderate water quality 
and aquatic ecological conditions. The only taxa whose individual 
species are moderately to largely sensitive, are the prongills 
(Leptophlebiidae) from the mayfly order Ephemeroptera.  
 

The suitability of the sites – as determined by observing the 
available habitats under present circumstances – was found to be 
43% (upstream) and 42% (downstream). 

 

Above left: An adult sprite damselfly (Pseudagrion sp.) Photo by L. Taylor 
Above right: A prongrill mayfly larva (Leptophlenbiidae) Photo by H. Barber-James, Albany Museum, Makhanda) 

Clearly, conditions in the White River are poor and the 
reasons for this are a complex host of ever-increasing 
anthropogenic activities that impact negatively on the 
ecological status of the river throughout its length. The 
resilience of the river to absorb and negate these impacts is 
seriously compromised. Arguably the most noteworthy of 
these are increased nutrient loads and consequent 
eutrophic extremes from, inter alia, untreated human black 
water waste as well as increased sedimentation and loss of 
available habitat in the riverbed as a result of injudicious 
and poorly managed agricultural land use practices.  

 

Citizen River Rangers: The solution will require a profound change in collective mindset as well as a herculean and 
sustained effort. Water is for everyone and for all living beings. Hence, any appropriate and viable involvement will 
contribute usefully to the whole. A simple and good example is the establishment of River Wardens or River Rangers, 
a concept first noted in the excellent book titled: ‘River and Wetlands of Cape Town: Caring for our rich aquatic 
heritage’ by Cate Brown and Rembu Magoba. Let us aim to establish Citizen River Rangers – anywhere, everywhere – 
in South Africa, now!  
 

Forthcoming event: ‘The Conservation of Biodiversity and Landscapes – Is 
Sustainable Use an Option?’ is the topic of a forthcoming WESSA Lowveld event. 
Given the complex interface and relationships between the human socio-
economic environment on the one hand, and the natural environment on the 
other, one may ask the following questions: Is Sustainable Utilisation (SU) a wise 
option to increase our conservation footprint in South Africa? If ethical SU is the 
best option, how can one work towards getting opponents of SU to embrace it? 
If SU is not a wise option, are there alternatives that will be widely acceptable to 
all stakeholders? 
 

An online symposium, with an unemotive and balanced approach, will be 
presented by WESSA Lowveld on 4th September 2021 during which, these 
questions will be considered. This is an important symposium as there is not 

always agreement or even defined policy on the form and extent to which sustainable utilisation (or not), is best to 
conserve a region’s biodiversity. Dr E. O. Wilson, in his 2016 book Half-Earth, called for setting aside 50% of the Earth's 
surface for other species to thrive in harmony with mankind. Despite having some of the highest biodiversity in the 
world, South Africa has only 8-10 percent of the country under some form of Biodiversity Stewardship.  

The SASS score for both sites indicated an aquatic environment that is Seriously Modified,  
with a relatively small improvement from the upstream to downstream sites. 

The three pillars of sustainability 
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Given the socio-economic and political dynamics of South Africa, it is clear that for up to 17 percent of the country – 
based on the CBD Aichi Target – to be diverted from its current land use to Biodiversity Conservation, it must also 
remain productive in terms of revenue generation and employment. Furthermore, previously disadvantaged 
communities must become actively engaged in the process. The symposium is not a debate, but an event where the 
symposium participants and stakeholders will aim to gain ideas to develop more informed and new approaches. The 
intention is to hear from a wide range of speakers, both for and against sustainable utilisation. 
 

In the symposium format, firstly the weaknesses of sustainable utilisation and the threats it presents will be 
considered. Sustainable use of natural resources is a concept that has its critics so alternatives must be explored. 
Secondly, strengths and opportunities from proponents and practitioners of sustainable utilisation – and voices from 
rural communities – will be presented. Both sessions of the symposium will be followed by a panel discussion, with a 
summary discussion at the completion of the day’s event.    
 

Nature Conservation Students from UMP: The White River Country Estate 
Home Owners Association was approached by the University of 
Mpumalanga (UMP) Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Sciences, School of 
Biology and Environmental Sciences to join its student training programme 
aimed at providing 3rd year students with practical experience in nature 
conservation and tourism. Two young students started in February 2021 
and have been involved in a number of projects. These include: an update 
of the terrestrial plan; assessment of the damage of sub-surface tree roots 
on pavements and roadways; establishing a recycling station; a study of 
the Vervet monkey population and management approach; the potential 

presence of alien crayfish in the White River; the effect of new perimeter fencing on the 
movement of resident fauna; improved self-sustainability (other sources of water and 
electricity); tourism; decommissioning of a disused concrete canal and pipeline.  
 

To date the students have performed excellently and their forthcoming reports are eagerly 
awaited. In addition, another student, Mr Richard Mnisi, submitted the final draft of his 
management plan for the White River Nature Reserve. He focussed on perimeter fencing issues 
and a brief assessment of the vegetation in the reserve. 

 
 

DFFE High Level Panel Report: Dr Jeremy Anderson participated in a workshop convened on 2nd May 2021 by the 
Dept. of Forestry, Fisheries & the Environment (DFFE) to discuss the recommendations of the High Level Panel on the 
management of elephants, rhinos, lions and leopards. The decision to ban the captive-bred lion industry is welcomed. 
The concern however, is that recommendations on rhino were based on outdated 2015 population numbers. While 
the panel can only discuss the data given, the drop in numbers between 2015 and 2020 is so significant that WESSA 
has urged that the recommendations on rhino be revised. This is of particular importance in view of the proportion 
now held by the private sector, which exceeds 50% of the population. Dr Jeremy Anderson also attended the feedback 
session held by the NGO Blood Lions to discuss the outcome of the DFFE panel. He made a contribution on the future 
of the more than 8 000 lions held in captivity. 
 

Environmental Authorisations for Regional Developments: WESSA Lowveld has taken an interest as an I&AP for a 
number of development projects in the region during the last quarter. These include three projects in the White River 
area: 1. Proposed Riverview Earth Dam on the Farm Riverview 2. Proposed clearing of approximately 34 ha. of 
vegetation for the purpose of creating lands for the cultivation of blue berries on portions of the farm Nooitgedacht 
3. Proposal to develop the area bordering the rugby club and White River Nature Reserve for a private school.  
 

Issues in respect of the first two developments involve erosion and sedimentation into the watercourse from 
developmental activity prior to the application for the earth dam; and the destruction of stands of, and individual, Aloe 
simii, in the area earmarked for blueberry cultivation. Questions were raised about the viability of another private 
school and concern was expressed that there could be a hidden agenda to morph the site into housing, for which there 
is no water. The most contentious and on-going, project proposal is for a mining rights application across several farms, 
all located within the Magisterial District of Phalaborwa, Limpopo Province. Part of the proposed mining activity lies 
on the border of, and within, the Selati Game Reserve. The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr), among other documents, are in excess of 472 pages. WESSA Lowveld 
will continue to track developments with respect to this application.   

Top left: Ms Dilligent Nompilo Msibi Top right: Ms Nkanjini Nakane Left: Mr Richard Mnisi  
 

From Regional Report by Dr Llewellyn Taylor (Lowveld Chair) and Dr Jeremy Anderson (Former Chair) 
 12 

https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-barbara-creecy-release-report-high-level-2-may-2021-0000
https://bloodlions.org/


 

WESSA Northern Areas Region (NAR) includes Gauteng, North West, Limpopo and the Mpumalanga Highveld. It has a 
broad focus covering wildlife conservation, protection of biodiversity, ecosystem rehabilitation, water protection, and 
invasive alien plant removal and control. It networks extensively with  other organisations, many of which are WESSA 

affiliated Friends Groups. Key projects are: Nyoka Ridge Vulture  
Restaurant & Monitoring Project; Blue Cranes of the Magaliesberg 
Project; Queen of the Night Bio Control Project; and Save 
Magaliesberg Species (SMS).  

 

Left: NAR Committee Meeting held at Irene Farm on Friday, 5th 
February 2021. The sad passing of Willem Hazewindus, 
longstanding NAR committee member and former chair, was 
commemorated. At the memorial service, held in the Walter 
Sizulu Gardens, the region was represented by current chair John 
Wesson and vice-chair Lynne Clarke.  

 

WESSA Northern Areas Friends Groups & Affiliates  
By Carol Martin, Chair of Tshwane Branch & NAR Committee 
 

With the strict lockdown in January, most City of Tshwane (CoT) Friends Groups were unable to have organised 
activities but continued with their work on invasive alien vegetation with small numbers of volunteers. Since the 
relaxation of the Covid-19 regulations in March, small group activities have resumed again. 
 

City Nature Challenge 2021: Tshwane was registered for the City Nature 
Challenge (CNC) by Namhla Mbona of SANBI. Some of the hosted Friends 
Groups also participated in BioBlitzes for the CNC from 30 April to 3 May. The 
DWS obtained special permission to have a Water Week event and 
iNaturalist practice in Moreleta Kloof on 19 March. SANBI, CoT, Adopt 
Moreletaspruit Forum and Friends of Moreleta Kloof assisted with the 
planning. About 50 people took part, mostly from DWS, GDARD, CoT and 
local environmental groups. Left: Namhla Mbona (green shirt) explains how 
to use iNaturalist for the CNC while Cllr. Dana Wannenburg, MMC for CoT 
Dept. of Environment and Agriculture Management (left of Namhla) looks on.  

 

Friends Groups Report back: Titia Tabak of Friends of Kruin Park reports that weeds, invasives and introduced 
plants present in the reserve are taken out on a regular basis. A certified person has continued the fight against 
pompom weed, lantana, sisal, and cat’s claw creeper as well as the orange cotoneaster. Since March 2020, the paths 
are being mowed by Nature Conservation. The AGM was held on 27th March. Management of the water reservoir in 
the park has been contacted  to have invasives removed from the property. For the City Nature Challenge, a number 
of activities were organised. These included a self-guided walk, bird walk and photo walk.  

WESSA NORTHERN AREAS REGION & FREE STATE 
John Wesson (Regional Chair & Board) 083 444 7649 | nar.chair@wessalife.org.za 

Leanne Venter (Regional Representative & Coordinator) 082 511 6308 | nar.rr@wessalife.org.za 
Jenny Wesson (Regional Admin) 082 896 7973 | nar.membership@wessalife.org.za 

 
 

 
 

13 



Jana Pieters reports that Friends of Colbyn Ridge held a Valentine’s Walk 
on 13th February, where the community enjoyed the beautiful views of 
the city that the Ridge provides. A clean-up campaign took place on 6th 
March. This entailed cleaning up the rubbish on the Ridge and the removal 
of alien plants such as cat’s claw and lantana. On 20th March, 
together with City of Tshwane and Afriforum Grooter Moot, they closed 
Kilnerton Road to remove the Syringa trees growing along the road.  
 

Left: View from Colbyn Ridge 
 

Friends of Rietvlei, reports James Drowley, had an open day early in the year attended by about 80 people who 
assisted with the removal of pompom. With the revised Covid regulations, they had to suspend their pre-planned 
calendar and all group activities were suspended. However, their Wednesday group split into twos and continued 
activities around the reserve. Modifications were made to the Coots Corner hide (sponsored by Brother). With no 
council work force available, the group stepped in and did thousands of square metres of brush cutting plus all six 
hides were treated and kept in good order. When the regulations reverted to Level One, an open air committee 
meeting was held on 10th March and amendments made to the year program. A hike on 27th March was a great 
success and helped replenish the coffers. Currently the group is busy with modifications at the entrance ablution block 
to enable access by wheel chairs. 

 

Friends of Moreleta Kloof have a wonderful tale of care, compassion and community activism. In January, a young 
zebra and a newly born Mountain Reedbuck were in need of help. This led to the idea of constructing a boma in which 
to look after injured animals or young ones separated from their mothers. Sponsors and volunteers stepped up, with 
Karl van Dyk, Jan van Greunen and Rouxne Botha heading the project and sponsors Anneli and Pieter Theron, plus 
birders of the reserve providing funding. Initially the reedbuck was cared for by Dr Marelize Engelbrecht and then Dr 
Erika Pienaar from the Moreletapark Animal hospital. She was brought to the boma when she was 3 months old but 
although she was drinking water and eating Boskos pellets and grass, she was refusing milk so Dr Erika took her back 
for a few more months while the group provides milk powder pellets.  
 

See full story and more pictures on Facebook. Photos above: Baby mountain reedbuck at about 3 months; A little 
‘teepee’ constructed in the corner provides shelter; Reeds from the wetlands create a shady spot with a layer of grass 
for comfort; Karl van Dyk with Dr Erika Pienaar and her youngest son. 
 

Jeannie du Plessis also reports that the paths in the reserve are looking good with the sides and slippery sections 
having been secured. The group is continuing to work full time with Ernst (from Moreleta Kloof Reserve) and 12 
volunteers to stop the spread of invaders like Australian blackwood, black wattles, lantana, bugweed and lindenleaf 
sage. Two outstanding problems are the damage done in November/December 2019, when the sewage mainline was 
blocked, a big area was scarred in addition to the washed-over Palisade where the Rademeyerspruit enters the 
Reserve.  

14 

https://www.facebook.com/moreletakloof


Friends of the Faerie Glen Nature Reserve chair Louise Kritzinger reports that the group was unable to host any group 
activities between January and March due to Covid-19 restrictions. They were however, able to continue invasive plant 
eradication with two core groups operating three days a week, and their specialist team of retired ladies working on 
the invasive Cat’s Claw creeper one day a week. A large anti-erosion project that commenced last year and entailed 
the construction of gabions to fill up and stabilise a donga on the banks of the Moreletaspruit, was finalised in 
March. Members of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve, civil engineers and a civil works contractor executed the project.   
 

Friends of Serene Valley removed scattered pompom weed and large stands of red sunflowers. In March they did a 
group litter clean-up along the Moreletaspruit plus cleaned up an area behind a shopping centre and along the 
Constantiaspruit. They also participated in the CNC BioBlitz on 1st May. 
 

Raiford Johnson of Friends of Struben Dam reported the sad news that 
John Clarke, the driving force behind the organisation and chairman until 
early this year, passed away after a short illness. He will be sorely missed. 
A bench has been erected in the reserve in memory of John and was 
inaugurated on 16th April 2021. 
 

A big clean-up was organised earlier this year and the river and the 
surrounds of the dam were cleaned up very effectively. The new 
committee is launching a membership drive.  

 

Friends of Waterkloof Ridge Nature Valley: Marnus Sonnenberg asked 
Carol Martin, Tshwane branch chair, for help in identifying the species in 
the area. Carol and Louise Kritzinger visited the area in March to make a 
list of the indigenous trees and plants. Left: Louise and Marnus in the field. 
 

Friends of Brookside Meander has been dormant for years. Plans are 
underway however, to revive the group and a meeting was held on 15th 
April led by Jana Hollander and Philip Kesting. 
 

 Friends of Suikerbosrand (FOS) Chair, Talfryn Harris, reports that Friends 
of Suikerbosrand have not had public meetings for over a year due to 
lockdown regulations, the closure of the reserve to the public from 22nd 
March to 1st October 2020 and the lack of a venue. Since GDARD Head 
Office declined to enter into a MoA with the Friends, the reserve 
management no longer allows them to use the breakaway rooms or bring  
In youth from Magagula Heights Left: Roughly built stone structures can 
be seen throughout the reserve. See website: History of the Reserve. 

 

The Friends continue to be active online however, posting information about other reserves to visit on their Facebook 
page, and answering email and Facebook queries about the status of the reserve. They have also been posting 
conservation-relevant material such as birding during the lockdowns. 
 

GDARD do not have a portal that informs the public what is happening at Suikerbosrand or that provides information 
such as entry fees, gate times, accommodation availability, overnight hiking and activities on the reserve. FOS 
continues to fulfil this role and answers online queries on a daily basis. In March they updated their website and have 
had some assistance with digital marketing. The Friends also gave input to the Provincial Legislature’s enquiry into the 
state of Suikerbosrand. Their members in Magagula Heights were contacted by the Premier’s Office regarding their 
petition from three years ago. The enquiry is also ongoing. 
 

In 2021, the Friends did a series of clean-ups on the Toktokkie, Cheetah and Bokmakierie trails during social hikes, and 
posted about this to raise awareness about littering. In January, they supplied six indigenous and exotic useful trees 
on request to their members in Magagula Heights, adjacent to the reserve. These have been planted in a public area 
near the taxi rank and are being cared for. They also campaigned around the lack of accessible toilets (for the mobility-
impaired) on the reserve. The reserve has not had mains water for over a year and the vandalised pumping stations 
are still awaiting repair. Thus many toilets and the Holhoek picnic site are closed as water has to be supplied from a 
tanker, which is filled from a borehole. The reserve also lacks the capacity to supply water to the six overnight hiking 
huts. After intense advocacy from the East Rand Hiking Club, Springbok Hut was reopened on 30th March. 
 

Ecologically the reserve is healthy, and although aerial game counting was not done in 2020, assurances have been 
given that the game populations are flourishing despite nuisance levels of poaching. The 90km boundary fence is in a 
poor condition and needs replacing so game regularly escapes.  
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Clearance of invasive wattle and treatment of pompom weed was undertaken by the reserve and alien plants are 
currently under control. The Friends did offer to assist with pompom treatment but the reserve staff are managing 
these tasks. There was one small accidental fire near the Cheetah Trail that was suppressed by the reserve staff. 
However, there is concern about the capacity of the reserve to complete firebreaks due to COVID-19 restrictions (only 
50 percent of staff may work at any one time). The reserve also does not have the capacity to do planned block burns 
under current conditions. The Chair met with the Reserve Manager and obtained his support to participate in the 
People and Parks Programme. He was well received at the P&PP meeting in April. 
 

Regional and Affiliated Group Projects 
 

Nyoka Ridge Vulture project: Regular work mornings were held at 
least once a week to complete refurbishment of the hide, which was 
then moved to its site on the last week of June. In May, Rotary and 
Interact groups from local high schools were hosted at the hide. 
Great interest was shown and both want to become involved in the 
project. John Wesson did a presentation on the project. Strict Covid 
protocols were followed 
  

Magaliesberg Blue Crane project: The birds are doing well but 
unfortunately there has been no breeding success this season. They 
continue to be fed special pellets and adding meal worms to their 
diet is being investigated.  
 

ARMOUR (Action for Responsible Management of Our Rivers): Vice 
Chair Lynne Clarke represents the Northern Areas Region on this 
committee. 
 

Snare removals 2020–2021: 116 snare removals took place between 
February 2020 and March 2021 in the Magaliesberg Biosphere 
Reserve. The removals involved TUT students, WESSA volunteers, 
Singatha CRF Volunteers and Magaliesberg Biosphere Rangers, who 
are part of the SOS project.  
 

Magaliesberg Biosphere – SOS Project: In September 2020, the 
Magaliesberg Biosphere launched the SOS Project (Saving Our 
Species). The onset of COVID-19 and the subsequent national 
lockdown has resulted in a great many business closures and job 
losses. This has led to poachers establishing a trade in bushmeat 
along the length of the Magaliesberg Biosphere Reserve resulting in 
an increase in wildlife poaching, illegal plant removal, and tree-
felling for firewood and the making of curios. Poachers often light 
multiple and unseasonal wild fires to attract antelope to new grass 
growth and facilitate poaching using domestic dogs. These fires also 
result in runaway wild fires, destroying vegetation in the Biosphere. 
 

The main objectives of this project are to secure the Biosphere 
Reserve from an increase in: a) wildlife poaching; b) the removal of 
endangered plant species; c) the felling of trees for fire wood/curios; 
d) environmental degradation caused by wildfires, all of which have 
worsened as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 

This will be achieved by: patrolling and removing snares; gathering appropriate data 
such as community involvement and geo-referencing snaring hot-spots, illegal wood 
and plant removal, and wild fire scars. Where appropriate, such data will be shared 
with relevant nature conservation and law enforcement authorities for follow-up 
action. This project is a collective effort by the following organisations: WESSA NAR; 
SIngatha CRF; UNESCO Germany; Kainav Conservation Foundation; and the 
Magaliesberg Biosphere. Joining them are seven eco-rangers from different areas of 
the Magaliesberg Biosphere, who are being trained as Biosphere Conservation 
Ambassadors. 
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The SOS Eco-Ranger Training and Citizen-Ranger Patrols, support environmental awareness and capacity building in 
the Biosphere to help prevent environmental crime and threats to species and habitats. The SOS Project is made 
possible with support from the German Commission for UNESCO and the Federal Foreign Office. 

 

Lectures were held on ‘Leopards of the Magliesberg’ and snare removal training was provided by Leanne Venter (NAR 
Regional Coordinator) and NAR member, Mart Mari Scholtz. The eco-rangers and volunteer rangers have conducted 
over 35 conservation patrols during the course of the Magaliesberg Biosphere SOS Project. A prize-giving ceremony 
was held  for the SOS Project rangers on 11th December 2020 at the Harties Cableway. Leanne Venter was invited and 
WESSA NAR was thanked for the valuable role they have played in the success of the SOS Project. 

 

On 17 December 2020, a video team was hired and the day was spent making a video on the SOS Project, which will 
be used to promote the valuable work being undertaken in the Magaliesberg Biosphere. Leanne Venter and Lynne 
Clarke did short interviews for the video on behalf of WESSA NAR. The video can be sent on request as the file is large.   
 

Leopards | camera trapping: On 29th July 2020, 
a male leopard was found at Klipgat just North 
of Pretoria. Veterinarian Dr Alwyn Venter was 
called out by READ to assist. The leopard was 
darted and moved to temporary captivity at 
Ukutula Lion Lodge. On 23rd August 2020, Dr 
Paul Bartels released the leopard into the 
Magaliesberg, at Mountain Sanctuary Park.  
Unfortunately, he was not collared as the funds 
were not available to purchase a collar. No 
camera trapping was done during 2020, but 
plans were made to resume again in April 2021. 
Landowners have been sending in reports of 
leopard sighting and these are recorded. Short 
telephonic interviews about leopard sightings 
are also held with landowners.   
 

A questionnaire was developed in 2020 in order 
to conduct these interviews. This questionnaire 
will now be refined and sent to most of the 
landowners in the Biosphere so as to get more 
comprehensive feedback.  
 

The questionnaire will obtain information on 
poaching (plant and animal) and any other 
illegal activities taking place in the mountain. 
This will help to narrow down areas as to where 
efforts should be focused.  

 

Ranger patrols: A budget has been set up to start a new phase of the SMS project – the ranger patrols. The rangers 
trained by the SOS Project are mostly unemployed. These rangers have an extreme passion for the environment and 
know the Magaliesberg in and out. Two rangers in particular, Butie Mokwena and Victor Maluleka, who live in 
Majakaneng and are unemployed, helped with the SMS Project during December and since then, have been employed 
on a day-by-day basis, two to four days per month. They do snare patrols in the Magaliesberg and report back to 
Leanne Venter. 
 

To date there have been five snare removal operations done by Butie and Victor, who have also taken the initiative to 
begin training a student from Majakaneng, Samuel Mmalekutu. Samuel is now going out on patrols with them and 
learning on how to conduct snare removals. 
 

The Eco Rangers decide on which areas to target as they have a lot of experience on where the poaching hotspot areas 
are in the mountain. When they do a snare removal operation, they have a strict data collection strategy. First they 
GPS record each snare and save it on a GPS mobile app and second, they complete a snare data collection form which 
contains detail of each snare removed. All this information is then forwarded to Leanne Venter, who stores the 
information. Once there is sufficient information, data analyses will commence to gain as much insight as possible into 
the poaching situation in the Magaliesberg Biosphere Reserve.  
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iNaturalist City challenge: A number of Friends groups and John Wesson participated in the challenge in the Tshwane 
metro area. John ended up 9th out of a 135 participants, with 144 species in this area.  
 

Queen of the Night Biological Control Project: Two excursions were undertaken, one into the Waterberg Thabazimbi 
area on 3rd March, and a second into the Rooikoppies area of North West on 21st March. In the Waterberg region, 
large areas were surveyed, and bugs spread wherever Queen of the Night (Cereus jamacaru) were found. Most 
impacted areas are between Brits and Thabazimbi.  
 

Working for a Cleaner Environment projects: Talfryn Harris and the Friends of Suikerbosrand represented WESSA NAR 
at the Boksburg Lake World Water Day cleanup on 22nd March. The organisers of the event, Boksburg Rotary club, 
complimented Talfryn and his team on the excellent work done on the day. Rod Genricks, a member of the NAR 
committee also did his bit in assisting the Boksburg Rotarians. Photos below by Talfryn Harris and Rod Genricks 
 

 

Birds of the Magaliesberg Biosphere eBook, 3rd edition: John and Jenny 
Wesson met with Renier and Millene Balt on a game farm near Bella Bella 
on 24th January to plan the magazine and prioritise certain segments of 
the book to be updated. John also approached a number of potential 
advertisers and sponsors. Unfortunately, SASOL declined to come on 
board after having supported previous issues as a key sponsor since 2010. 
 

Aloe peglerae project: This project focuses on propagating Aloe peglerae 
with the intention of relocating these young plants back into their natural 
habitat in the Madibeng area of the mountains. All available plants have 
now been replanted and preparations made to create another growing 
area for more seedlings. The goal is for 5 000 plants. The Region has also  
applied for permits to harvest seeds the length of the Magaliesberg during 
the flowering season in July. 
 

Citizen Science Coordinated Water Bird Count: On 13th February, eight 
teams of around fifty-five members participated at Hartbeespoort Dam in 
the summer water bird count. However, the expanse of hyacinth impacted 
on their ability to get into key areas so the count as a whole was very low.  
 

Advocacy: EIAs have continued to stream in. Only hot spot areas are 
looked at, one of which was a proposed housing project in the biosphere 
buffer, near Hartbeespoort, at the foot of a sensitive part of the 
Magaliesberg. At this stage, objections submitted seem to have halted the 
project. Cathy Dzerefos is continuing to monitor and comment on the 
Musina Makhado Special Economic Zone (MMSEZ).   
 

 
From Regional Report by John Wesson (Northern Areas Chair) 
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Projects and Outreach In 2020, the WESSA Western and Northern Cape Region embarked on an initiative to 

award R10 000 to ten small-scale environmental projects submitted by regional organisations, including Friends 
Groups and Affiliates. A total of twelve organisations submitted proposals, and the top ten were selected after having 
satisfied the prescribed criteria. Several of these projects have taken place and are reported on as follows. A call for 
proposals for 2021–22 has been made, with several proposals received.  
 

The WESSA Western Cape Region has partially funded the following ‘Local Initiatives For the Environment’ projects.   
 

 

Sun Valley Ecowatch (SVEW): On 6th March 2021, 27 residents and SVEW green warriors arrived for a litter clean-up 
to kick off the Old Kommetjie Road Park Revamp Project. Judy and Denis Bean have a plan to make the area (also 
known as The Green Belt) a shady, safe place to walk dogs, mountain bike or have a picnic.  
 

Kommetjie Environment Awareness Group (KEAG) In February 2021, community and youth volunteers, alongside ad-
hoc paid workers, removed at least 1 000 Port Jackson seedlings from wetland and roadside areas. Port Jackson willows 
were brought to the Cape in 1848 to help stabilise loose coastal sand on the Cape Flats. They have since become the 
most pernicious invader in South Africa, and a threat to the fynbos ecosystem.  

WESSA WESTERN & NORTHERN CAPE REGIONS 
Patrick Dowling (Regional Chair & EGC Chair) 084 966 1249 | wc.chair@wessalife.org.za 

Mpendulo Dlamini (Regional Representative) 074 711 1143 | wc.rr@wessalife.org.za 
Axl Maas (Regional Coordinator) 073 119 9186 | wc.membership@wessalife.org.za 
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KEAG plans to involve more under-employed women from the Red Hill Community to help spot and clear very small 
seedlings using biologically effective approaches that require no poisons or power tool use. Larger acacias are being 
removed with poppers that take out the whole plant roots and all, or loppers. Only occasionally is a chain saw and 
poison needed.  
 

Sea Level Rise Mural: Environmental activists 
gathered at Fish Hoek Beach on Earth Day, 
23rd April 2021, to unveil a mural about sea-
level rise and climate change. The launch was 
a community celebration filled with dance, 
plays, poems and a climate pledge. The 
WESSA Western Cape Region is proud to 
have been one of the sponsors of this great 
initiative.  
 

This community-led initiative is focused on 
giving a voice to the youth who will be most 
affected by climate change in the future, and 
aims to educate the public about sea-level 
rise, what this means for Cape Town and its 
residents, and what must be done to mitigate 
against this.  
 

The full-colour mural wraps around several walls of the Fish Hoek Beach 
law enforcement building, and depicts the local beach-hillscape with 
people at different ages experiencing the rising sea-level. Mural artist 
Claire Homewood of CareCreative, who designed the mural, has played a 
lead role in several large scale murals between Muizenberg and St James. 
She was assisted by students from schools in both Fish Hoek and 
Kommetjie. Far South Peninsula Community Forum (FSPCF) members, Kim 
Kruyshaar of GAIA (Green Audits Into Action) and Patrick Dowling, Chair of 
the WESSA Western Cape region, are coordinators of the project.  
 

Watch interview with Claire Homewood: ‘Sea-Level Rising Mural brings 
Awareness about Climate Change on Earth Day.’ Photos by Margaret Stone 
& Liezl Hoffman | See: Connecting to Nature Futures through Art 
 

Events & Activities: Owing to COVID-19 there have been fewer physical events than usual, but the Friends Groups 
have hosted several special day events and invited WESSA. The Western Cape Region of WESSA has actively supported 
several Friends and Affiliate groups with administrative and conflict resolution issues as well as campaigns for good 
environmental governance.  
 

An illegal dam affecting the integrity of the Verlorenvlei on the West Coast was one, and the other involved illegal 
road-building in a protected area in the Matroosberg. In both cases, WESSA Western Cape gave considerable support 
and progress has been made in resolving the issues. Comments have been submitted on several regional mining 
applications and on the much debated Karpowership gas-to-electricity proposal for Saldanha Bay. A successful World 
Wetland’s Day was combined with a BIG Friends Group meeting by zoom. An alien invasives specialist from Cape 
Nature was the guest speaker. The theme for 2021 was Water, Wetlands and Life.  
 

9–11th April, the Region participated in a global online climate gathering organised by 350.org providing a workshop 
on how to approach designing, getting permission for and completing a sea-level rise mural that can be actively and 
passively employed in awareness-raising. Teenage and younger youth participated in this extensively networked 
exercise, both nationally and globally, with groups wanting to undertake similar projects as COP26 approaches. The 
workshop was based on the Fish Hoek mural that WESSA WC has supported both financially and logistically. 
 

As chair of the Environmental Governance Committee (EGC), Patrick Dowling receives daily information and requests 
for the organisation’s attention. Some of these are national issues and others are region-specific. To date, the EGC has 
responded on: Wildlife poaching, sustainable use, estuarine breaching, nuclear, gas drilling in protected areas, Table 
Mountain management, water quality, shark finning, canned lion hunting, and Princess Vlei bulldozing. Several of 
these have been mentioned in the press and the response from membership has been very favourable.  
 

From Regional Report by Mpendulo Dlamini (Western Cape Regional Representative)    20 
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Citizen action in the aftermath of violent unrest in KZN 
 

Clean Up Durban  
by Michaela Geytenbeek (Durban Branch Youth Volunteer) 
 

The sky is dark, the streets are strewn with rubble, the air is filled with 
fear, and the people – the people are sad, angry, tired. Between the 
gunshots and fuming chemicals however, there is a great desire to 
help.  
 

At first a few, then tens, hundreds, thousands of Durbanites took to 
the streets to clean their city. On Wednesday evening a Facebook 
group called Clean Up Durban was created with the intention of being 
a platform for people to organise and connect for street cleanups 
around the city.  
 

Within 4 days there were 7 800 active members. On Friday there was 
a cleanup at Queen Nandi Drive around the Massmart Warehouse. By 
11h00, people were searching for more areas to clean: “Where can 
we go next?” On Saturday there was a cleanup at RTT (amongst many 
others); by 08h00 there was a 1km queue of cars looking for parking. 
By 10h00 the area was clean.  
 

The days were overwhelming and wonderful. The cleanups served as 
so much more than a street sweeping initiative ... they brought hope. 
They created unity. They demonstrated that together we really can 
achieve anything. And they helped show us who South African really 
are!  
 

Clean Ups in Howick and KwaMashu 
Below Left: WESSA staff joined in the united community action to 
clean up the streets of Howick after the unrest and looting. Middle: 
In Durban, WESSA youth and WESSA Tourism’s Blue Flag beach 
stewards took part in a KwaMashu cleanup. Right: WESSA KZN youth 
volunteer Bongiwe Tsotetsi with her sisters at the cleanup in 
KwaMashu.  
 

 

Durban Volunteers and Workers Clean Up En Masse  
Read full article in Groundup 
Volunteers and workers went out in numbers on to the streets of Durban and other areas in KwaZulu-Natal to clear 
the aftermath of widespread unrest and looting. In Umlazi, over 50 volunteers from the community and local 
organisations arrived at the Umlazi Mega City Shopping Centre, armed with brooms and other cleaning material to 
clear the damage and debris left by looters. Ntokozo Ndlovu, one of the clean-up organisers, said it all started with a 
Facebook post by Menelisi Hlangu on Umlazi Kasi Lami. "While  busy trying to get resources and other people to help 
out, I discovered many other organisations and individuals calling for a cleaning campaign for our township.  
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We then joined and used our own vehicles, cleaning materials and safety gear to go and clean our mall. Our campaign 
is aimed at cleaning all centres and streets around Umlazi. We all know it's not going to be easy and will take a week 
or two due to setbacks we are experiencing in terms of transportation and cleaning material but we are not giving up. 
We are also facing the fuel challenge but people are here knowing there is nothing to gain personally. They are doing 
it for the Umlazi community."  – Ntokozo Ndlovu 
 

More questions than answers! Impacts on the Hawaan Forest & 
uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve from the UPL chemical spill 

 

 

Above: Hawaan Forest, and uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve. Photos by Margaret Burger. 

 

Following the fire and chemical spill in Cornubia and subsequent pollution of the nearby Ohlanga river, teams from 
the Sibaya and Hawaan Conservation Trusts and WESSA KZN have been hard at work placing water stations in strategic 
areas for animals to drink. Ecologist Allister Starke says water stations are positioned on game paths near the river to 
encourage the animals to drink from them rather than the river itself. 
 

Margaret Burger (KZN Chair) says WESSA currently has more questions than answers and is deeply concerned about 
the ecological devastation resulting from the chemical spill, after the UPL warehouse in Cornubia, north of Durban, 
was burnt down during the recent violent unrest in the province. The release of chemical pollution across numerous 
ecosystems has devastated the Durban community far beyond the border of the actual warehouse, and the impacts 
on the Hawaan Forest and uMhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve are especially alarming as these remaining habitats are 
home to a large diversity of fauna and flora. The eThekwini Municipality has released warnings of toxicity to air and 
aquatic systems within the greater Ohlanga catchment. Beaches and ocean access are closed from the Beachwood 
Mangroves on the uMngeni Estuary to uMdloti in the north.  
 

The Ohlanga river rises in eThekwini and enters the Indian Ocean at the uMhlanga Lagoon. For this reason, the Ohlanga 
Catchment has been studied as a prototype to enable a masterplan for urban riverine ecosystems and ecosystem 
services to be developed. Through its Environmental Planning and Climate Change Protection Department, Durban 
has participated in extensive research to create a resilience model such as the Ohlanga Catchment that can be 
replicated globally as an example of adaptability in the face of climate change risks in respect of coastal cities. The 
projected risks and impacts of the arson attack over three weeks and, as a result, spillage of the hazardous chemicals 
housed in the UPL warehouse, go way beyond any anticipated measurable shocks.   
 

WESSA has a long history of association with the Hawaan Forest, which is located on the south bank of the uMhlanga 
Estuary. The Hawaan is one of very few remaining climax coastal forests in southern Africa, and wildlife from the forest 
and surrounding green precincts use the Ohlanga as a source of freshwater. Local Fish Eagles and other birdlife also 
depend on the Ohlanga River and Lagoon as a source of food. The impacts on these numerous species of fauna and 
flora – caused by chemical fumes and polluted water – are extremely distressing.  
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Together with WESSA eco rangers and uMhlanga Improvement Precinct (UIP) staff – supported by Alistair Starke, the 
local ecologist for the Hawaan Estate – WESSA KZN is continuing to replenish water stations. Communities and 
members of the public who have been exposed to air and/or water pollution, or may have eaten contaminated 
seafood, are advised to report any symptoms/health conditions they have suffered as well as environmental impacts 
they have observed, to the eThekwini pollution hotline (031 311 3555) or emergency hotline (031 36 1000). They 
should ensure they obtain a reference number, which can then be forwarded to the South Durban Community 
Environmental Alliance (SDCEA) at bongani@sdceango.co.za. A report can also be submitted via the violations and 
incidents portal of the Centre for Environmental Rights (CER).  
 

The proposed UN Global Treaty on plastic 
pollution is a crucial step in combatting  

plastic pollution and climate change 
By Coastwatch KZN | WESSA KZN Affiliated Member 

 

Microplastics and nanoplastics everywhere: If nothing is 
done to prevent it, the amount of plastic trash flowing into 
the oceans each year is expected to nearly triple by 2040 to 
29 million metric tons. Currently, plastic waste is entering 
the ocean at a rate of about 11 million metric tons a year, 
where it is harming marine life and damaging habitats.  
 

The world produces 400 million tons of plastic every year. 
Less than 10 per cent is recycled and the rest ends up 
incinerated, dumped in landfill or in the ocean and other 
ecosystems. One of the most concerning aspects of plastic 
pollution are microplastics (particles smaller than 5 mm in 
diameter) and nanoplastics (less than 0.001mm). Scientists 
estimate that 14 million tons of these tiny particles now 
reside in the ocean floor.   
 

As yet, the health impacts of plastics and their chemical 
additives are not fully understood. However, research is 
increasingly showing how pervasive microplastics and 
nanoplastics are: “Scientists have found microplastics 
everywhere they have looked: in deep oceans; in Arctic 
snow and Antarctic ice; in shellfish, table salt, drinking 
water and beer; and drifting in the air or falling with rain 
over mountains and cities.” – Nature.com | 4th May 2021 
 

A coordinated global response: It is undeniable that we 
have a crisis and that – despite countless volunteer efforts 
to cleanup and many of us ‘doing our bit’ to cut down 
plastic pollution by recycling and reducing single-use items 
– we are not winning this battle, which clearly cannot be 
won until there is a coordinated global response. There are 
signs that such an initiative is taking shape in the form of a 
new, proposed global UN Treaty to tackle the plastic crisis 
and that support for it is growing internationally.  
 

South Africa is a major contributor to plastic pollution: In November 2020, the Guardian reported that more than 
two-thirds of UN member states, including African, Baltic, Caribbean, Nordic and Pacific states, as well as the EU, have 
declared they are open to considering the option of a new agreement. The treaty would be akin to the Paris Climate 
Agreement or the Montreal Protocol to prevent ozone depletion. As yet however, the US and the UK, the two biggest 
per capita plastic waste producers, have yet to signal their participation. Closer to home in June, a confidential draft 
position paper by the Dept. of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) revealed that the South African 
government does not intend to support the new treaty on plastics either. This is of great concern as South Africa is a 
major contributor to plastic pollution. In Africa, South Africa is ranked third after Egypt and Nigeria and is the eleventh 
worst offender globally in terms of land-based sources of plastic litter entering the sea. It is also way behind a number 
of other African countries in passing legislation to reduce plastics, especially single use.  

“All of the scientific peer reviewed studies on plastic 
pollution demonstrate without a single doubt that the 
only way to reduce the amount of plastic that goes 
into the environment requires a reduction of the 
production of virgin plastics.”  – David Azoulay of CIEL 

The term Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
was introduced in the early 90s. It was intended to 
provide incentives for manufacturers to design 
products that were more reusable and recyclable. 
EPR is now being applied as a policy approach that 
aims to reduce waste production and decrease the 
total environmental impact of a product by making 
the manufacturer responsible for its entire life-cycle. 

The circular economy entails gradually decoupling 
economic activity from the consumption of finite 
resources, and designing waste out of the system. 
Underpinned by a transition to renewable energy 
sources, the circular model builds economic, natural, 
and social capital. It is based on three principles: 
Eliminate waste and pollution; Keep products and 
materials in use; Regenerate natural systems.  

23 Above: Durban Harbour November 2019. Photo: Johnny Vassilaros 
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Failure to take measures to prevent and reduce plastic pollution: In May 2020, Greenpeace reported that: “Out of 54 
[African] states, 34 have either passed a law banning plastics and implemented it or have passed a law with the 
intention of implementation. Of those, 16 have totally banned plastic bags or have done so partially without yet 
introducing regulations to enforce the bans.” Rwanda and Kenya lead the way in tough legislation. In October 2019, 
Rwanda became the first country in Africa to implement a ban on all single-use plastics while Kenya’s ban on the use 
of single-use plastics in protected areas came into effect in June 2020. By comparison, South Africa’s efforts to curb 
and manage its plastic pollution amount to a 25 cent levy on plastic carry bags, banning ‘thin’ plastic bags, plus newly 
introduced plastic bag regulations from April 2021 that aim to have 100 percent recycled material in plastic bags by 
2027… this while other countries on the continent are completely phasing out plastic bags, and other single use items.  
 

In the aftermath of the devastating KZN floods in April 2019, Durban’s harbour and beaches were smothered in plastic 
– more shocking evidence than ever of how utterly South Africa has failed to take adequate measures to prevent 
plastic pollution and protect its environment. It is of crucial importance therefore, that South Africa not only follows 
the example of other African countries but lends its weight in support of these efforts, and gets behind the proposed 
global treaty as many environmental groups are urging.  
 

Contribution to climate change: As a product of the petrochemical 
industry, plastics are also a big contributor to climate change, not 
just by way of carbon emissions but because plastic waste is 
impacting on the ocean’s ability to store carbon. It has been widely 
reported that the oil and gas companies – as a way to hedge 
against a falling demand for fossil fuels – have been seeking ways 
to increase profits by making more plastic. Should they succeed in 
this objective, it will have dire consequences for the climate and 
the environment.  

 

As of 2019, petrochemicals for plastic manufacture 
accounted for 14 percent of oil use with the expectation 
that this will increase to driving half of oil demand growth 
by 2050. Global emissions linked to plastics amounted to 
just under 900 million tons of carbon dioxide p.a. in 2019, 
potentially reaching 1.3 billion tons by 2030 if nothing is 
done to prevent it. This is as much as almost 300 coal-fired 
power plants, according to a CIEL report ‘Plastic & Climate: 
The Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet’. 

 

A May 2021 report by Plastic Waste Makers Index states: “The plastics industry has been allowed to operate with 
minimal regulation and transparency for decades. Government policies, where they exist, tend to focus on the vast 
number of businesses that sell finished plastic products. Relatively little attention has been paid to the smaller number 
of companies at the base of the supply chain that make ‘polymers’ – the building blocks of all plastics – almost 
exclusively from fossil fuels. These companies are the source of the single-use plastic crisis: their production of new 
‘virgin’ polymers from oil, gas and coal feedstocks perpetuates the take-make-waste dynamic of the plastics economy. 
The economies of scale for fossil-fuel-based production are undermining transition to a ‘circular’ plastic economy …” 
 

  
 
 

“The plastic pollution crisis that overwhelms our 
oceans is also a significant and growing threat to the 
Earth’s climate. At current levels, greenhouse gas 
emissions from the plastic lifecycle threaten the ability 
of the global community to keep global temperature 
rise below 1.5°C. With the petrochemical and plastic 
industries planning a massive expansion in production, 
the problem is on track to get much worse”  – CIEL 

Code red for humanity:  The recently released IPCC report shows global heating is widespread, rapid and intensifying, 
with extreme weather such as floods and wildfires becoming more commonplace. It states unequivocally that the only 
hope of stabilising global temperatures within 20 to 30 years, is for strong urgent action to bring about an immediate 
reduction in CO² emissions and other greenhouse gases. (See: Daily Maverick article | 06 August 2021)    24 

Above: Plastic pollution washes down the uMngeni River and regularly covers the beaches at Blue Lagoon, Durban 
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Join WESSA | Donate to WESSA 
 

WESSA is a membership-based organisation and throughout South Africa, 
our members initiate environmental projects and organise educational 
events and activities in their local communities. By joining WESSA, you will 
be helping to provide valuable support for these volunteer initiatives and 
will be part of a growing environmental network operating at a local 
community level via our regions, branches and friends groups. 
 

As a non-profit organisation we rely on support from our members, 
sponsors and the general public. We are most grateful for any donation 
you are able to give. Your donation, no matter how big or small, helps make 
possible WESSA life projects (Local Initiatives For the Environment) 
undertaken by active volunteers in our five regions. It also assists in training 
youth in conservation and ecology and raising awareness of environmental 
issues in our communities. 
 

Apply online: WESSA LIFE membership  
Donate: WESSA LIFE donations   
Info & Inquiries: membership@wessalife.org.za 
 

WESSA is a CIPC-registered Non-Profit Company and NPO, registered  
as a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) with Section 18A status 
 
 
 
 
 

WESSA members work to: 
 

• Protect and conserve natural 
habitats and biodiversity 

• Engage with individuals and 
communities to promote 
sustainable livelihoods 

• Create opportunities for social 
and economic upliftment 
through enviro education 

• Collaborate and network with 
groups and organisations with 
similar objectives 

• Raise awareness and promote 
public participation around key 
environmental issues 

 

25 

https://www.wessalife.org.za/memberreg/
https://www.wessalife.org.za/shop/donations/donations/
mailto:membership@wessalife.org.za

